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About IAPH
• Founded in 1955

• Today:

• 170 ports

• 140 associate members
• 90 countries

• Role:
• Leadership through collaboration

• Raising global standards through knowledge exchange

• Interest representation at global level (IMO, ILO, UNCTAD, UNEP, ECOSOC, WCO)

• Initiated World Ports Sustainability Program (WPSP) in 2018

• Focus areas:

• Climate and Energy

• Data Collaboration

• Risk and Resilience
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Overview

1. UN Sustainable Development Goals

2. World Ports Sustainability Program

3. Devising a Sustainability Strategy

4. IAPH Focus Areas



1. UN Sustainable Development Goals
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www.sustainableworldports.org

2. World Ports Sustainability Program



Objectives

• Global library of best practices

• Portal for projects and initiatives of 
partner organisations

• Think-tank and breeding ground for new 
collaborative projects

• Reporting about sustainability
performance of the global ports sector
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Thematic 
areas

• Resilient infrastructure

• Climate and energy

• Safety and security

• Community outreach

• Governance and ethics
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https://sustainableworldports.org/submit-your-project/

Portfolio: individual port projects



WORLD PORTS SUSTAINABILITY AWARDS



Portfolio analysis: UN SDGs



Theme Focus areas Number of 
projects

SDGs

Resilient Infrastructure IT-assisted optimisation of port operations
IT-assisted optimisation of the supply chain
Adaptation of infrastructure to climate change
Adaptation of port planning to market and stakeholder demands

38 8, 9, 13, 14

Climate and Energy Initiatives to reduce GHG emissions of shipping
Increasing efficiency of port operations
Clean and renewable energy production
Carbon capture and adaptation to climate change
Circular economy

43 7, 9, 12, 13

Community Outreach and Port City 
Dialogue

Environmental externalities (air, water, noise, waste)
Societal needs and demands (recreation, education, culture, heritage …)
Protection of ecosystems and biodiversity
Sustainable port management, planning and development

68 3, 6, 11, 14, 15

Safety and Security Health and safety emergency preparedness and response
Port area security
Cybersecurity

11 3, 4, 8, 16

Governance and Ethics Corporate Social Responsibility initiatives
Sustainability policy, planning and reporting
Fostering innovation
Gender equality initiatives

19 1, 2, 4, 5, 10, 16

Portfolio analysis: thematic areas



www.sustainableworldports.org/platform/

Platform: projects partner organisations

http://www.sustainableworldports.org/


3. Devising a Sustainability Strategy
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Example: Olympic approach Port of Antwerp

Source: Visser (2019)

Olympic qualification

(All 17 SDGs)

3 to 5 KPIs

3 to 5 KPIs

Olympic medals

(Priority SDGs)

X

X
X
X

X



Port Endeavor: a Port Journey to SDGs



4. IAPH Focus Areas
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Climate and Energy Data Collaboration Risk and Resilience
Topics Clean marine fuels

Shoreside electricity

Clean ship incentives

Carbon accreditation

Circular economy

Single window

Port call optimisation

Port Community Systems

Digital trust

Emerging technology

E-bill of lading

Risk mapping

Port tracker (data)

Pandemics

Extreme weather

Small island ports

Financial resilience

Anti-corruption
Regulatory 
agenda

IMO MEPC: GHG

IMO MEPC: waste

IMO FAL

IMO MSC: ISPS

IMO MSC: MASS

IMO LEG

IMO FAL: Anti-corruption

Partnerships IMO GreenVoyage

World Ports Climate Action 
Programme

Getting to Zero Coalition

World Bank

ChainPort

Port Call Optimisation Task 
Force

Navigating a Changing Climate

Maritime Anti-Corruption 
Network



Flagship projects
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Antwerp – 23-25 June 2021

Pre-conference webinars Autumn 2020:
- 16 Sep: Port Authorities as Community Builders
- 21 Oct: Sustainable Partnerships with Cargo Interests
- 18 Nov: Globalisation versus Regionalisation

www.worldportsconference.com
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Patrick Verhoeven
patrick.verhoeven@iaphworldports.org

Twitter @PJHVerhoeven

www.iaphworldports.org
www.sustainableworldports.org


