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Today:
Development
Logistics and property
Land use
Value
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Port city focus

What's next ?

Infrastructure focus Throughput focus
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The Competitiveness of Global Port-Cities:
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Now

1. Ideation: invest in talent and generate ideas
2. Validation: from concept to business model
3. Acceleration: prepare the market

4. Growth: scale up
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Why innovation and why in port areas ?

Cost
Environmental challenges
Time to market

Clustering

Networks

Social economic goals of the city
Mix high skilled and low skillled jobs
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T. Notteboom en J.P. Rodrigue
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EU Horizon Europe 2021 -2027: 95 billion Euro for innovation

Smart, Green and
Integrated transPorT
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Cluster

Porter (1998)

A spatially concentrated group of firms competing in the same or related
industries that are linked through vertical (buyer/seller) and/or
horizontal relationships (alliances, collaborations, resource sharing, etc)
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Cluster

Haezendonck (2001)

Inter-organizational networks among actors belonging to different
sectors but situated at the crucial interface between landand water legs
of industrial and commercial activities
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Functional
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Port as a transport node Port as economic
cluster

Definition

Performance
indicator

Models for
analysing role of
government

Frequently
mentioned
performance
variables

A gateway through which
goods are transferred
between ships and shore

Throughput volume

The widely used but very
stylised classification of
ports in landlord, tool- and
service ports

Maritime accessibility
Geographic location
Hinterland connections

An economic complex
consisting of all firms
related to the arrival of
ships and cargo and
located in one region

Value added in the port
(cluster)

Port authority as central
organisation in cluster
governance

Intra-port competition
Knowledge spillovers
A qualified labour pool



Perspectives

Source: P. de Langen
and E. Haezendonck

Research issues

Geographical focus

Port as a transport
node

Development liner
network structures
Hinterland accessibility
as determinant of port
competitiveness
Factors influencing
terminal efficiency

Specific terminals

Port as economic
cluster

Effect of institutional
arrangements of port
competitiveness

Port as logistics, trade
and production centres
Clusters of ports in
proximity

Green port and port’s
social responsibility

Geographical and
institutional proxicmity
of actors in ports



Rotterdam
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