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UIRR: the Community of European Intermodal Freight Transport
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Baseline: the “backbone of land freight transport over 300km”
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The Efficiencies of Combined Transport: a study done for UIRR
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How does 
the intermodal 

alternative 
measure up?



The results in numbers: exceptional performance
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What does this mean for the European economy in monetary terms?
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ANNUAL SAVINGS FROM 2050

✓ 70% better energy efficiency = €70 billion

✓ 50% road infrastructure maintenance expense reduction = €20 billion

✓ 60% better labour productivity + improved work/life balance = €47 billion 

✓ 95% fewer accidents per tonne-kilometres = €70 billion

✓ Up to 90% fewer air pollutant and greenhouse gas emissions = €17 billion

✓ 50% estimated reduction of road congestion = €90 billion

The annual contribution to the public budgets and to European economic actors would amount to 
€314 billion, which is equal to €222 billion net of present day internalisation charges (paid through 
taxes and charges).
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✓ Critical Mass to be achieved by entrusting all regular cargo flows to Combined Transport

▪ Increased frequency -> improved reliability and journey speed -> reduces working capital need

▪ Regular trains -> better, routine handling by both traffic managers and traction service providers -> better punctuality

▪ Routine reception at terminals -> emergence of dedicated CT road-leg hauliers -> improved positioning of consignments 

✓ Mixed cargo to Combined Transport: not only heavy (high density) but also light (low density) cargo 

▪ 740m long trains can not be filled by exclusively heavy consignments (-> longer trains reduce costs and thus lower prices)

▪ Mixed cargo within the intermodal loading unit -> high- and low-density cargo can enable optimal loading room 
utilisation

Shippers and consignors should implement philosophical changes
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THANK YOU

For your attention
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