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Container port throughput by region

Source: Drewry Maritime Research, Drewry Maritime Advisors

CAGR 1998-2024 1998-2019 2019-2024

East Africa 7.8% 8.0% 6.85%

North Africa 11.1% 12.2% 6.82%

West Africa 7.0% 7.7% 3.96%

Southern Africa 4.1% 5.3% -0.68%

Africa 7.4% 8.1% 4.60%

World 6.2% 7.1% 2.56%

Container port throughput by region, thousand teu

Forecast

33%

36%

13%

18%

Share % as of 2024
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Context: East Africa’s main ports

Source: Drewry Maritime Research, Drewry Maritime Advisors

Gateway and transhipment ports, 2024 throughput (thousand teu) 17 Gateway ports and 4 transhipment ports, 2024 teu throughput
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Gateway

Transhipment

Seychelles

Comoros

Mauritius

Reunion

Gateway  volume, teu

Transhipment volume, teu

Port Sudan

Massawa

Djibouti

Djibouti

Mombasa

Mombasa

Dar Es Salaam

Pemba

Nacala

Beira

Maputo

Berbera

Madagascar

Assab

Gateway CAGR 1979-2024 CAGR 1990-2024 CAGR 2016-2024

Mombasa 11% 5.9% 1.2%

Dar es Salaam 13% 6.9% 1.6%

Djibouti 14% 7.4% 0.3%

Mauritius 7.3% 3.5% 0.1%

Transhipment CAGR 1979-2024 CAGR 1990-2024 CAGR 2016-2024

Mombasa 12% 3.2%

Dar es Salaam 11% 2.1%

Djibouti 13% 1.6%

Mauritius 12% 13% 0.9%
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Red Sea crisis: Bab al-Mandeb straight and ceasefires in the region

Bab al-Mandeb

Source: Drewry AIS, Drewry Maritime Research. Drewry Supply Chain Advisors, 

Container Freight Rate Index
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• Mombasa dry container freight rates (average), USD per box
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Waiting times and terminal productivity in East Africa

Source: Drewry AIS

Waiting Duration Days per 1k teu Terminal Duration Days per 1k teu
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Deep sea services in East Africa

Source: Drewry, Route Capacity Database, Clarksons
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Total ship TEU capacity Active Ships

# weekly containership calls in East African ports Ship capacity deployed in East Africa, teu

Port All Mauritius Dar Es Salaam Mombassa Maputo Reunion Beira Madagascar Nacala Mogadishu Seychelles
Average TEU (Active Ships) 5,052 5,052 6,296 6,296 6,296 3,851 3,851 2,270 2,270 2,073 2,073

Maximum ship TEU 10,034 10,034 6,296 6,296 6,296 4,431 4,431 3,081 3,081 2,496 2,496

Service Name Ignazio Messina - Med- Red 

Sea- S/E Africa PIL - MZS

CMA CGM/Maersk/ONE/ 

Hamburg-Sud - Safari/Shaka 2 MSC - Ingwe Express

CMA CGM/Maersk/Sealand - 

Mozex/M-Express

ONE/Unifeeder A/S/OOCL - 

MIM/Mozambique West India CMA CGM - Noura Express

Port Rotation Dar Es Salaam, Mombasa, 

Maputo

Mauritius, Madagascar, Reunion, 

Maputo, Beira, Nacala Mauritius Mauritius

Reunion, Maputo, Beira, 

Mauritius Mombasa, Beira, Maputo

Mogadishu, Mombasa, 

Beira, Nacala, Seychelles
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Deep sea services and infrastructure limits to ship sizes in East Africa
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Energy transition – use of alternative fuels by shipping lines

Source: Drewry Maritime Research.

Notes: Not on scale: Hydrogen 1.4k teu since March 2023. Includes both capable and ready ships; some double counting as some units are ready for 

more than one alternative fuel type. Data subject to change.
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LNG Methanol Ammonia Hydrogen

Rolling tracker of alternative fuel containership orders

Fuel LNG Methanol Ammonia Hydrogen

CAGR Mar 21 - Dec 24 1.9% 11.4% 6.0% -

59%22%

10%

9%

Share % as of Dec 2024
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